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Unable to attend: Brian Flynn,         Minutes Submitted by: J.Fedele 
Guests: Steve Kappel, Sandy Dooley, Theo Kennedy, Sasha Bianchi, Amy Lefevre 
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Topic Discussion Action 
Update on 
Legislative 

Issues 

Steve reported on what’s going on in legislature. This is a very tense session. Blueprint is 
being pushed with no real evidence that it works. Hospital budgets will be severely challenged  
Debbie gave update on current tobacco control budget. We need to support tobacco control 
funding as a group. Coalition for Tobacco Free VT has 3 legislative priorities: level funding, 
protect tobacco trust fund for tobacco control, prohibit smoking within 25 ft of county, city 
and state buildings. Question re: next steps on this bill. We may have to write letters of support  
Discussion on bills r/t distracted driving and idling vehicles.  Heidi gave report on current 
environmental health bills. She also screened them against our policy statements and there is 
alignment. Please see handout for details. As a Board we should consider supporting BPA bill, 
Green Cleaning bill, Complete Streets, and Ban on Water Bottles.  
Discussion on bill on paid sick days. Burt reports that, not surprisingly, a national report  
shows that during the H1N1epidemic, people ill with symptoms, but without paid sick days,  
did go to work. Burt will continue to follow this bill. 
Penrose reported on changes in Northern New England Poison Center. VT belongs along with 
NH and ME. It is costly – approximately $350,000 to the state. There may well be a change.  
It is currently in the budget process and this be changed to another poison center at a remote 
site. We need to be aware that this change may occur. 

 
Re: the environment health bills, 
Heidi will continue to follow 
them and keep us apprised. 
Penrose also volunteered to 
follow the Complete Streets Bill.  
 
 
 
 
 
Burt will continue to follow this 
bill and keep us updated. 

 
 

Annual Meeting 

Bob was able to reach Andrew Meyer. He is really too busy to speak at our meeting. He 
recommended Tom Stearns who may be very interested (Center for Agricultural Economy; 
www.hardwickagriculture.org). Bob has left him an email and will follow up. Heidi is in 
favor of getting a speaker to make the connection between food and public health as 
discussed at Jan. meeting. Burt suggests that since this is our last full grant year, we really 
should try to get dynamic speakers and market this as a seminar or conference rather than 
our annual meeting. Currently, second week in May maybe possible.  

 
We should also consider having a conference in the fall as we currently have the grant 
funding to support another educational opportunity. 

 
 

Bob to follow up with Tom 
Stearns as speaker. 
Bob will follow up with  
reserving Capitol Plaza. 
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Membership 

Burt reported that he and Heidi have been working on membership. One suggestion is to 
create a discount for those APHA members who are not VT members. We can get the list 
from APHA. Another strategy is to get in touch with potential members through professional 
associations such as dental hygienists. A third is to offer sustaining membership to 
organizations, such as Green Mtn.Coffee (which was so supportive in our strategic planning 
process), the UVM Medical School, School of Allied Health, etc. Another population to 
target for free membership is the student body at School of Allied Health. It was noted that 
other states have noticed a decline in their organizational memberships. 

 
Membership benefits should include improved communications and improved networking. 
We also need to improve website. We should consider a member only section. We should 
also include a membership list on the website.  

 
The newsletter still needs to be done. Heidi has volunteered to do the first one. 

 
 
 

 
Burt & Heidi to follow up.  

Next Meeting Meeting adjourned at 7:25 PM.  
Next meeting is: 

Thursday, March 11, 2010. 
5:30 PM 

Rowell Bldg., UVM  

Please mark your calendars! 
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